Cycling to school

Results of the 2026 travel survey in five primary schools

Summary

More children cycle to school than a year ago in every school surveyed. Across the five schools
the share rose from 35 to 45 per cent after the new cycle paths opened in March. The largest
change was at Hillcrest, where a safe crossing on the main road was the most requested
improvement.
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Findings
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Light bars 2025, dark bars 2026.

By school
School Pupils  Cycling 2025  Cycling 2026 Change
Northfield 412 38% 44% +6 points
Riverside 288 51% 57% +6 points
Hillcrest 530 22% 31% +9 points
Harbour 196 44% 49% +5 points
Meadow Lane 351 29% A% +12 points
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Method

Every pupil in years three to six answered five questions in class in the first week of May, as in
2025. Answers were collected on paper and entered twice by different people. The response
rate was 94 per cent; absent pupils were not followed up.

e Cycling means cycling for at least part of the way on three days or more of the week.
e Pupils who walk and cycle on different days were counted as cycling.
e Figures are rounded to whole percentage points.
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